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Proposed Rules Change 
State Need Grant Program 
 
 
Background 
 
The State Need Grant (SNG) program is charged with “…assisting financially needy or 
disadvantaged students domiciled in Washington to obtain the opportunity of attending an 
accredited institution of higher education…” (RCW 28B.10.800).  In 2002, Board staff convened 
a State Need Grant policy work group, composed of financial aid professionals from 
Washington’s public and independent colleges and universities and representatives from key 
higher education organizations.  The work group met five times in 2002 and 2003 to discuss 
issues related to the SNG program and recommend program improvements.  
 
Board staff presented the work group’s recommendations to the Board’s Financial Aid 
Committee on January 12, and briefed the full Board at the January 15 meeting.  On January 15, 
the Board accepted the work group’s recommendation to allow the SNG to exceed the value of 
tuition by up to $50, and directed Board staff to pursue a rules change for the program for the 
2003-04 and 2004-05 academic years. 
 
Current program rules cap the SNG at the actual cost of tuition and required fees.  The proposed 
rules change would affect community and technical college students, who pay slightly lower 
tuition when enrolled for 12 to 14 credits.  It would allow these students to receive grants based 
on tuition and fees for 15 credits of enrollment.  SNG recipients in this situation could receive up 
to $14 in excess of their tuition and fees in 2003-04. 
 
In directing staff to make the rules change, the Board also called for a review of the change in 
two years to determine if it should be continued. 
 
 
Proposed Rules 
 
The proposed rules change would allow the Washington State Need Grant award to exceed the 
required tuition and fees a student pays by up to $50 annually. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
The proposed rules change, as filed with the Washington State Code Reviser, is attached for the 
Board’s review.  The language of WAC 250-20-041 (3) (b) has been changed to read as follows: 
 

(b) Except for the 2003-04 and 2004-05 academic years, tThe base grant award shall 
not exceed the actual tuition and fees charged to the eligible student.  During the 
2003-04 and 2004-05 years the grant award may exceed the tuition charged to the 
eligible student by fifty dollars. 

 
 
Next Steps 
 
Following the January 15 meeting, Board staff filed the proposed rules with  the Code Reviser’s 
Office. The Board will hold a public hearing on the proposed rules change on February 24, 2004, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the HECB offices in Olympia.  Taking into consideration any 
written or verbal comments received by that date, the Board will be asked to adopt the rules in 
their final form at the March 25, 2004 meeting.  The new rules would take effect 31 days later. 
 








